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PereMarquetteStatePark
Anature-lover’sparadise,PereMarquetteStateParkis

famousfortheexceptionalbeautyofitsfallcolorsandforits
baldeaglesduringthewinter.Inadditiontoenjoyingthespec-
tacularviewoftheIllinoisandMississippiriversfromseveral
pointsatopthebluffs,visitorscantakeadvantageofavarietyof
year-roundrecreationalopportunities,includinghorsebackrid-
ing,camping,fishing,boatingandhiking.

PereMarquette‘sVisitorCenter,openedinOctoberof1997,
welcomesyouwithathree-dimensionalmapofthepark,a270-
gallonaquarium,andawealthofotherdisplaysandexhibitscon-
cerningtheIllinoisRiver,wildlifehabitat,localhistoryandgeology.

ContactheVisitorCenterat618-786-3323orvisitourwebsite
athttp://dnr.state.il.usforfurtherinformationonanyofourfacilities
orprograms.

History
OneofIllinois’largeststateparks,this8,000-acrepreserva-

tionareawasnamedforFatherJacquesMarquette,aFrench
missionarywhowasamongthefirstgroupofEuropeansto
reachtheconfluenceoftheMississippiandIllinoisriversin
1673.UndertheleadershipofLouisJoliet,theseEuropean
explorerstraveleddowntheMississippiasfarastheArkansas
River,wheretheyturnedaroundafterlearningfromtheNative
AmericansthattheMississippiRiveremptiedintotheGulfof

Mexico.Ontheirreturnvoyage,theytraveledbywayofthe
IllinoisRiver,generatingthefirstwrittenaccountsofwhatisnow
theStateofIllinois.Today,alargestonecrosseastofthepark
entrancecommemoratestheirhistoriclandinghere.

AlthoughtheFrenchtooklegalpossessionoftheMississippi
ValleyaspartoftheLouisianaPurchase,itwastheNative
Americans,withtheirflourishingfurtradecenteredonthestrate-
gicIllinoisRiver,whoreallycontrolledtheareauntiltheFrench
andIndianWarofthe1760s.In1763,theBritishtookoveruntil
theregionbecameaterritoryofthefledglingUnitedStatesand
thenastatein1818.

Theparkhasbeenthesubjectofnumerousarchaeological
studies,includingthepresentlocationofPereMarquetteLodge.
Priortoitsconstructioninthe1930sandagainduringthelodge
expansionin1985,archaeologistsrecoveredtheremainsofa
prehistorichabitationsite.Althoughtherearenodocumented
NativeAmericansitesinthepark,itisknownthattheareawas
occupiedbytheIlliniconfederacywhenMarquetteandJoliet
traveledtheareain1673.

Butthenaturalsplendorofthisregionanditsrichhistoryof
animalandhumanhabitationgoesbackeons.Fossilsfoundin
thestrata,strippedbarebythousandsofyearsofrivercurrent,
revealitshistory.AtthefootofMcAdamsPeak,twinspringsflow
fromOrdovician-Silurianrocksdeposited350millionyearsago.
Alltheridgesaremantledwithloess(pronounced“less”),a
windblowndustlaiddownamillionyearsagoduringthelast
GreatIceAge.Theverticalbanksofyellowclay,seenalongthe

roadtothebluff-tops,alsoarecomposedofthismaterial,
cappedbyblacktopsoilthatsupportsthepresentfoliage.

Lodging
PereMarquetteLodgeandConferenceCenteroriginally

builtinthe1930sbytheCivilianConservationCorps,hasbeen
expandedandupdatedinrecentyears.Today,thenativestone
andrustictimbersoftheoriginallodgeblendwiththenewto
providefirst-classaccommodationsinahistoricalsetting.The
mammothstonefireplaceinthelobbysoarstoaroofheightof
50feetandissaidtoweigh700tons.

Thereare50spaciousguestroomsand22stoneguest
cabinrooms.Amongthefacilitiesavailableareacocktail
lounge,giftshop,indoorswimmingpool,whirlpool,saunas,
gameroomandtenniscourt.

PereMarquetteLodgeprovideselegantdiningandserves
aSundaybrunchthatdrawspeoplefromMissouriaswellas
Illinois.Thediningroomseats150peopleandoffersachoice
offamily-stylediningorselectionsfromthemenu.

The2,900-square-footconferencecenterhasbanquetfacili-
tiestoaccommodate300andacomprehensiveselectionof
audio/visualequipment.Thecenterbreaksintofourseparate
meetingrooms.

Formoreinformationorreservations,writePereMarquette
LodgeandConferenceCenter,Route100,P.O.Box429,
Grafton,Ill62037,orcall(618)786-2331,fax(618)786-3498.

C a m p i n g
For those who prefer a more rustic experience, Pere Marquette
offers a wide range of camping opportunities:

• The Class A campground has 80 sites, two of which are
handicapped accessible. Sites have electrical hookups,
with a sanitary dump station, drinking water and a shower
building available on the grounds. Sites 2-30 are available
for reservation from May through October. The nearby
Class B tent camping area also has access to the
shower building.

• Within the Class A campground, the park offers two
Rent-A-Camp sites. Each site features a two-room
Rent-A-Camp cabin.

• Popular among scout groups is the Youth Tent Camp Area,
also known as Duncan Hill. This separate campground
offers a picnic shelter and tables, pit-type toilets and
drinking water.

• For large organized groups, Pere Marquette operates
three Organized Group Camps. Camp Potawatomi
accommodates 68 campers; Camp Piasa and Camp
Ouatoga will each accommodate 145. All three camps
feature fully-equipped kitchens and dining rooms, lighted
sleeping cabins with cots and mattresses, and restroom
facilities with warm showers and flush toilets. Camps Piasa
and Ouatoga also feature swimming pools.

Reservations for all types of camping are accepted beginning
on the first working day in January.

� While groups of 25 or more are welcome and encouraged to
use the park’s facilities, they are required to register in advance
with the site office to avoid crowding or scheduling conflicts.
� At least one responsible adult must accompany each group
of 15 minors.
� Pets must be kept on leashes at all times.
� Actions by nature can result in closed roads and other facilities.
We hope you enjoy your stay. Remember, take only memories,
leave only footprints.
� For more information on state parks, write to the Department
of Natural Resources, Clearinghouse, One Natural Resources
Way, Springfield, IL 62702-1271, call (217) 782-6302 or visit
our website at www.dnr.state.il.us.
� For more information on tourism in Illinois, call the Illinois
Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity’s Bureau
of Tourism at 1-800-2CONNECT.
� Hearing-impaired individuals may call the Department of
Natural Resources’ TTY number, (217) 782-9175, or use the
Ameritech Relay Number, 1-800-526-0844.

Equal opportunity to participate in programs of the Illinois Department of Natural
Resources (IDNR) and those funded by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and other
agencies is available to all individuals regardless of race, sex, national origin, disability,
age, religion or other nonmerit factors. If you believe you have been discriminated
against, contact the funding source’s civil rights office and/or the Equal Employment
Opportunity Officer, IDNR, One Natural Resources Way, Springfield, IL 62702-1271;
(217) 785-0067; TTY (217) 782-9175.
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P i c n i c k i n g
Plenty of picnic areas can be found throughout the park, with

tables, grills and trash containers provided. Three picnic shelters
may be reserved.

B o a t i n g  &  F i s h i n g
A wide variety of fish, such as bluegill, carp, catfish, crappie,

drum, largemouth bass and white bass, attracts anglers to the
Illinois and Mississippi rivers. Launching ramps and ample park-
ing are provided, and courtesy docks are available when weather
conditions and river levels permit. Future plans include a full-ser-
vice marina. 

H i k i n g  
Approximately 12 miles of marked trails provide scenic hiking

opportunities for beginners and experienced hikers alike. Lush
forests, towering bluffs and an abundance of wildlife are the 
perfect backdrops for an outing. Trail maps are available at 
the Visitor Center.

I n t e r p r e t a t i v e  P r o g r a m s
A full-time site interpreter and seasonal interpreters are 

available to provide educational programs to groups of all ages.
Hikes, recreational activities and other interpretive events are
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scheduled on a regular basis, particularly in the fall. Eagle tours
are offered from late December to late February.

H o r s e b a c k  R i d i n g
Pere Marquette Riding Stable is open for trail rides from April

through October, weather permitting, and by reservation only
from November through March. For more information or to make
a reservation, call (618) 786-2156.

For those who have a horse of their own, the park offers
about 20 miles of equestrian trails and a parking area for trailers. 

B i k e  Tr a i l
The Sam Vadalabene Bike Trail runs from Pere Marquette

State Park to the City of Alton, approximately 20 miles. The
entire trail is paved.

B i r d  Wa t c h i n g
About 230 species of birds have been identified within, at 

the boundaries of, or flying over Pere Marquette State Park. 
A checklist has been prepared by local birders, in cooperation
with the Department of Natural Resources, and is available at
the Visitor Center. Popular locations for bird watching are 
Stump Lake, in the river bottoms, McAdams Peak and other
overlooks along the scenic drive through the park.

H u n t i n g  P r o g r a m s
The 2,000-acre public hunting area has good stands of mature

oak and hickory timber, which provide excellent habitat for squir-
rel, deer and turkey. These game species may be hunted in this
area in accordance with statewide seasons and regulations, with
the exception of squirrel season, which begins the day after
Labor Day in the park. All hunters using the public area must
sign in at the check station.

Archery deer hunting is offered on an additional 3,000 acres
in the three organized group camp areas by special permit.
Three one-week seasons are offered, beginning on the Monday
after the last Sunday in October (when the group camps close
for the season). By random drawing, five hunters are selected for
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each season in each area. The drawing for this hunt is held 
on the first working day of April each year. Applications are
available in February.

Spring Turkey Hunting also is available in the organized
group camp areas by special permit. To be considered for this
hunt, hunters must use the statewide Firearm Turkey Permit
application, and apply for Pere Marquette Group Camp Area.

E x o t i c  S p e c i e s
Plants and animals not native to Illinois are exotic species.

Most of them are harmless to our state; however, some can be
very invasive to native plant communities and can overwhelm
or wipe out native species. Prevention and control of exotic,
invasive species requires tremendous cooperation between
managers and all users of parks, natural areas, and privately
owned land.

To learn more about exotic and invasive species and how
you can help prevent their spread, visit the IDNR Exotic
Species Website at:
(http://www.dnr.state.il.us/lands/education/ExoticSpecies/exotic
spintro.htm).

LODGE AND CONFERENCE CENTER


